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transportation as ‘circulation’ decisions and gives schools final say. PBOT will not, for example, daylight 
an intersection or paint a bike lane without the school pushing for it first. And by excluding family 
transportation from formal decarbonization plans, it makes it very difficult for advocates to get an 
administration’s attention or support. 
 
Neglecting this reality leads to two significant problems around decarbonization. 
 
First, PPS has several levers to shift transportation mode away from cars, both in physical terms (calming 
traffic at school frontage) and developing social capital (bike training, supporting Bike Buses). No one 
else can pull these levers. PPS has foreclosed on a host of powerful decarbonization tools by not 
including family and staff transportation in its decarbonization metrics. 
 
Second, these levers affect decarbonization quickly and with minimal capital or operating expense. To put 
bus electrification into perspective, we can estimate that it will cost $30 million to electrify PPS's 100 
buses. The propane fleet produces about 4,000 Metric Tons (MT) of CO2 equivalent (CO2e). This works 
out to about $7,500 per MT CO2e removed, under the (impossibly optimistic) scenario where electric 
buses produce no CO2e. 
 
Each car trip to school emits about 800g CO2e. About 50,000 car trips to school produce the same CO2e 




